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INSTITUTE PRESENTS ‘FOUR VIEWS OF THE HUMAN HEART’ 
MISSOULA—
How many hearts to a human? That question and other heart-related topics are on tap 
for a lecture and discussion series to be presented in October by the Institute for Medicine and 
Humanities, a joint venture between The University of Montana-Missoula and St. Patrick 
Hospital.
The four-part series, “Four Views of the Human Heart,” will be conducted by Howard 
Carter, a distinguished visiting professor at IMH with a joint appointment in UM’s English 
department for fall semester. Carter will draw on his background in literature and medical 
humanities to explore the divergence of the biological-medical model from the symbolic 
meanings of the heart and what this reflects about modern society.
The discussion sessions will meet Thursdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on Oct. 8, 15, 22 and 
29. The meeting place is Classroom 1 on the second floor of St. Patrick Hospital’s Broadway 
Building. Registration for the series costs $10.
Here is the discussion schedule:
Thursday, Oct. 8 — “A Hearty Laughter: Humor and Medicine.” The group will 
discuss what jokes reveal about emotions, how literature diverges from medical writing and 
what roles satire, humor and comedy play. Participants will share their favorite jokes about 
medical professionals.
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Thursday, Oct. 15 -- “A Season in the Human Anatomy Lab.” Drawing on his recent 
book “First Cut: A Season in the Human Anatomy Lab,” Carter will discuss humor and 
metaphors about the body taken from the human anatomy course that provided material for the 
book. “First Cut,” published in 1997, is on reserve in the Ridge Library at St. Patrick 
Hospital.
Thursday, Oct. 22 — “How Many Hearts to a Human?” Exploring the split between 
the scientific and humanistic views of the heart, the group will consider some of the stresses of 
modern life, particularly those implicated in heart disease. The texts are a handout titled 
“Whither Thou Goest” by Richard Selzer and a book titled “In the Country of Hearts” by John 
Stone, which is on reserve in the Ridge Library.
Thursday, Oct. 29 — “Healing Our Hearts: Body and Spirit.” The discussion will 
explore religious and sociological approaches that have been proposed to unify and heal the 
heart. Both texts are handouts: “Batter My Heart, Three-Personed God” by John Donne and 
the final chapter of “Habits of the Heart” by Robert Bellah and others.
Carter’s home institution is Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Fla., where he teaches 
comparative literature and humanities. He recently co-authored the book “Rising From the 
Flames: The Experience of the Severely Burned,” published in 1998.
For registration information, call Dixie McLaughlin at 329-5662.
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